Viva Cuba!
Cuba has one of the most equal societies in the world when it comes to race, gender, colour and income.
Dateline: Monday, February 06, 2006 

by Mike Martin 

Along with about half a million other Canadians who suffer greatly from Canada's seemingly endless winter, I make a mid-term escape from the land of ice and snow to visit my amigos in Cuba. Canadians go to Cuba for the sea, the sun and various chilled and often well-manufactured drinks. But most Canadians, safe behind the walls of their resort on Varadero never get to witness one of the most powerful working class struggles in our hemisphere, the Cuban revolution. 

Wikipedia describes the revolution this way: "The Cuban revolution saw the overthrow of Fulgencio Batista's regime by the 26th of July Movement and the establishment of a new Cuban government led by Fidel Castro in the 1950s. It began with the assault on the Moncada Barracks on July 26, 1953, and ended on January 1, 1959, when Batista was driven from the country and the cities Santa Clara and Santiago de Cuba were seized by rebels, led by Che Guevara and Fidel Castro." 

	
	 
	Cuba's Human Poverty Index is lower by half than that of Mexico and two-thirds lower than Brazil's.


Since that time, Cuba has been an independent socialist state. Almost from the very beginning, the United States has been its sworn enemy. The fact that the island nation has been able to withstand an economic blockade, attempted military invasions and several assassination plots against Castro should be reason alone to celebrate their success. But the Cuban revolution has brought much more than freedom to its people. 

Today Cuba is a leader in the world in many areas including free and universal medical care and education including post-secondary education. The living standards of ordinary Cubans may be low when compared to Canada's, but compared to their counterparts in Central and South America, the Cuban revolution has produced some of the most dramatic results of any developing country anywhere in the world. 

One tangible measure of that success is evident when reviewing the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. Cuba's Human Poverty Index is lower by half than that of Mexico and two-thirds lower than Brazil's. It has a youth literacy rate of 99.8 percent, a rate of child mortality that is less than 10 percent and a minimal prevalence of tuberculosis, AIDS and HIV infection. 

Cubans are a proud, friendly and from all outside appearances, happy people. They are also one of the most equal societies in the world when it comes to race, gender, colour and income. There are very few rich or poor people in Cuba. Between standardized wages, and subsidized food and housing allowances, doctors and orderlies enjoy the same standard of living, although those in the growing tourist industry have access to other benefits and the possibility of additional income through tips and gifts from visitors. 

Do Cubans want more? Of course they do. But they are not driven by the same consumer madness that consumes most of our waking hours. Most of them seem to want to secure a better future for themselves and their children, but these individual desires are tempered by a common goal to respect others and the society which they are building together. 

Is Cuba a worker's paradise? Not yet. There are too many restrictions on information, the media and public dissent to allow that banner to be unfurled. But Cubans can see their progress in shoes that their children wear as they happily head off to school each day and in the social solidarity that has them greet each other with a smile and a handshake that is as real as the hot Cuban sun, regardless of whether they are a manager or a gardener. 

Canadians have been given a great opportunity to see for themselves a very real social experiment that — despite all odds — continues to work on behalf of Cuban workers. Plus we get a great vacation from the coldest country in the world. Now that's muy bien, amigos. 

